
 
 

 

  

Seed 
3RD SUNDAY OF LENT (Year B) 

“Zeal For Your House Will Consume Me’ (v17)  

(John 2, 13-25) 

 
 

Why Jesus acted that way? There are three reasons. First, the house of God was 

desecrated. Jesus said, ‘take these out of here, and stop making my father’s house a marketplace’ 

(v16). It was worship without reverence, a service devoid of respect. Jesus rejected the 

profanation of the house of God. What happened there in the temple was just a ceremony, 

a performance. It was no longer a religious service but a veritable marketplace. Jesus 

affirmed in the gospel of Saint Luke that ‘my house shall be a house of prayer’ (v46). 

 

   Second, Jesus highlighted that animal sacrifice was now totally irrelevant. In the gospel 

of Saint Matthew Jesus affirmed that, ‘what I want is mercy, not sacrifice’ (9,13). Jesus 

cleansed the temple of mercantile trafficking of animals to be sacrificed. It was a sacrifice 

for profit or business. Thus social injustice was being committed since the focus was 

selling of animals for sacrifice. Now whatever we give or offer let us remember that it is 

not the amount that matters nor the cost that counts but the love we put into it. So it is 

not how much we give but how much we love. It is not the size but our self-sacrifice. 

 

   Third, Jesus wanted to show that God could be confined in the temple. In the Jewish 

belief the temple was the dwelling place of God on earth. Jesus was teaching them that 

entry to God’s presence was through the temple or by temple sacrifice but through Him. 

God cannot only be found in the temple. God is not restricted to the four corners of the 

temple. God is alive. God lives in the midst of His people. He resides in our hearts. 

 

Let me tell you this story: 

 

   A young boy asked his father about the dwelling place of God. “Where does God live? 

Where can I find God?”  the young boy asked his father. The father commanded him to go 

and fetch water from the well. He told his son that there he would see God. So the young 

boy did what his father told him. He went, looked down at the well and fetched water. 

When he returned home he said to his father that he did not find God. 



 
 

 

 

   The father asked him what he saw. He said, “I just saw myself.”  The father told him, 

“what you saw is where God lives. God lives in you. He lives in each one of us.”  And the young 

boy then understood where God lives. 

 

 

Let us ask ourselves: 

 

1. Is my house a home for Jesus? Is my family a house for God? 

2. Is my heart a home for Jesus? Is my body a house for God?  
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